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Kesolution # 1Y

WHEREAS, mﬁmidmuwmmnMWMMMﬁWmﬂlmm
the State of Commecticut.

City of Middletown

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
(Name of Mucipal legislative Body)

AS FOLLOWS:

= 1. That an application be made to the Comnissioner of the Department of

Envirarmental Protection for an Outdoor Recreation lLand Acquisition, and/or
Develocpment Grant for a mmicipal project known as Ravine Park

2. 'That it is the intent of the municipality that, should its application be
selected and approved by the Comissioner of the Departnent of Envirormental
Protection, adequate funding for operating and maintaining the property and/ar
facilities will be prouvided.

3. That the Chief Executive Officer is hereby authorized and directed to execute
and file such application, and to act as authorized correspondent.

4. That the Chief Executive Officer is hereby authorized to enter into such
agreenments, contracts and execute all documents necessary to sald grant with
State of Connecticut.

5. That the proposed acquisition and/or development is in accordance with the Plan
of Develarent of the Municipality and that, should said grant be made, said land
will be retained in accordance with the provisions of Section 7-131a through 7-
131k of the Gereral Statutes.

Ihexebycertifyﬂnatﬂgfmegohgisatneaﬂlmrrecta:pyofﬂe%solutim

adopted by the Common Council
(Name of Municipal legislative Body)

at its meeting held on the &th day of August . 19 89.

By: CF\/VGGQ m,f%f»q

( Signat\,%ﬂ[bwn Clerk)

AFFIX SEAL
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Program Narrative

1. Description of the Project

Ravine Park is located in the southwestern portion of downtown Middletown at a
point just south of the main areas of the Wesleyan University campus. The
Ravine is a generally rectangular parcel of about 15 acres, approximately
1,700 feet in length, and between 200 and 400 feet in width. Pine Street
forms its western boundary, and High Street forms its eastern side. To the
north and south sides of the Ravine are the rear and side yards of single
family houses. The Ravine might be considered a remaining naturalistic,
essentially wooded open space within an otherwise developed portion of the
community. Parts of the park are also man-modified. City storm water runoff
is piped to and discharged into the Ravine watercourse system in several
locations, a sanitary sewer main runs lengthwise down the center of the Ravine
and a small skating pond has been constructed in the southeastern section, and

a playground at the northeastern corner of the park.

Some of these man-made characteristics have become deteriorated over the
years.  For instance, the pond is partially silted in and overgrown, some of
the old tile drainage pipes are broken, the headwall on a 30 inch diameter
storm outfall is broken, and up the hill, at the small playground, most.of the
equipment is obsolete and even potentially dangerous and does not meet current

Consumer Safety Product Guidelines for Playground Equipment.

The topography of the area is very steep along the sides of the Ravine as the
stream cuts its way down; however, at the level of the streambed itself, the
grade of the walking trail is almost level, rising only slightly toward the

west.  The vegetation consists primarily of deciduous growth of varying sizes




and ages. In the wooded areas along the Ravine there is a dense canopy and a
medium to thick understory growth., The plant and tree species are typical of
Central Connecticut and the appearance of wildflowers is becoming evident.

Owing to 1its small size, Ravine Park is suitable to wildlife which is

primarily "suburban."

The scope of the project for which funding is requested includes the path and
drainage improvements, the establishing of perifery boundaries with curbing,
vehicular barriers, the replacement of playground equipment suitable for the

site and for the children in the neighborhood, and general clean-up of the

Ravine.

2. Objectives and Need for This Assistance

The Park and Recreation Department has a long range goal of continuous park
improvements and has budgeted to replace equipment in two playgrounds per

year. This park falls into this scheme and is scheduled for playground

improvement.

Despite its appearance of relative neglect and disuse, Ravine Park is an area
of intense concern and interest to the citizens of Middletown. When the
university cut some trees in the park as part of a development project nearby
on their campus, there was an outcry of considerable proportions which brought
to the surface strong sentiments regarding the desire to see the park
conserved and maintained as a nature preserve (as conditioned in its deed to
the City in 1943 from Colonel Clarence S. Wadsworth). In addition to their
wish for preservation of this natural area, the people of Middletown expressed
their desire to have the Park and Recreation Department exert more control
over Ravine Park. With that in mind, the department is considering, in their

capital improvement plans, some development improvements to the park which




would be sensitive to both the sentiments of the people and the requirements
of the deed. These include improving the trail only to the extent of making
it dry and passable, repairing the drainage systems where needed, and dredging
the pond and replacing the playground equipment. However, because there are
such intense environmental concerns, the department feels that a study will be
needed to ascertain the environmental impacts of these improvements. To that
end donations of professional expertise have been of fered by the Soil
Conservation Service, Wesleyan University and the Middlesex County Extension
Service. Except for the replacement of the playground equipment, the other
improvements all require permits from the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses
Agency.  Therefore, before the City can offer the public a wildflower walk in
Ravine Park or better skating on the pond, it must be sure that there are not

any negative environmental impacts.

Attached 1is information from Joyce M. Scheyer, District Conservationist,

United States Department of Agriculture, Extension Center, Haddam, CT and

Ravine Park Association.

3. Results or Benefits Expected

The initial wuses are to offer a natural relief for the congested downtown
neighborhoods. This area is close to the downtown, within a brisk walking
distance from public family and elderly assisted housing property. This Park
provides a natural respitg in an area that is entirely developed and is all
private property. Since it is small and does not intend to attract large
crowds, it does not need large transportation to utilities; however, the MAT
bus runs one block away from the southeastern corner of the Park approximately

every half hour.




The = attached letter from Ravine Park Association identifies their concerns
regarding work needed in the Park. The resulting benefits will be a
redefining of the boundaries, improved aesthetics, environmental evaluation as

well as citizen awareness.
4, Approach

The project will be undertaken utilizing the following prioritized list.
1. Removal of playground equipment as needed.
2 Boundary delineation, culvert and head wall repair.
3. Installation of barriers.
4, Fabrication and installation of signs.
Installation of new playground equipment.

6. Trail improvement.

7. Cleanup as required (i.e. mattresses, refrigerators, large items, etc.

Our intent 1is to use donations of professional expertise offered by Joyce
Scheyer, Soil Conservation Service, Peter Patton, Wesleyan University and Jim
Gibbons, Middlesex County Extension Service, all will address the
environmental concerns. Additionally, we plan to use city forces (i.e. Public
Works for engineering, masonary work, and dévelopment of technical- bid
specifications and park Maintenance for removal of playground equipment, trail
work and cleanup. Except for the replacement of playground equipment, the

other  improvements all require permits from the Inland Wetlands and

Watercourses Agency.

Because of our aforementioned intent we forsee the project potentially

spanning a three {3) year period.

5. Maps
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To the Park and Recreation Commission:

Representatives of the Ravine Park Association, at our March & meeting,
after consultation with Joyce Scheyer of the Soil Conservation Service at
the site of the Park, on February 13, recommend the following measures be
taken to restore and maintain Ravine Park. _

(The following statement was drafted before we had the opportunity to

read Ms. Scheyer's report.)

(1) Cléan-up
It is vital that a regular clean-up program be set up and implemented.
We suggest this be done twice a month for the park interfor; weekly for

the playground and the periphery of the Park.

(2) Slgns '
Signs should be posted identifying the area as "Ravine Park™ (which is

the title stipulated by the deed), and should include notice as to this being
a Nature Preserve, and thus not to be defaced, etc. These signs should be
placed at the east and western ends of the park (Pine St., and Beech St.);

also at playground.

(3) Pond
(a) We encourage reasonable enlargement of the bond to be done in such

a way as to protect the cattail wetlands. [t is important before
proceeding to consult experts so as to minimize damage to the pond's
ecology. Pater Patton, from Wesleyan University (347-9411 #2819),
would be able to provide this information.

(b) This area would be greatly enhanced if a benchg was instalied on the

Beech St. side of the pond.

(4) Boundaries |
- The following represents to us a sensible way of marking the park
boundaries.

(a) Beech St. boundary (along the Pond). To discourage the habit of
parking on the grass next to the pond --a habit that has badly defaced the
area-~we suggest a combination of curb and low bushes. We feel that
Steve Taylor, director of the Vo-Ag Dept. at the High School might be
willing to draw up plans for this project, and perhaps could even
implement them with his students. It is our understanding that the
shrubbery itself is available free of charge through the State. Once such
a barrier to parking has been installed, we would like to see this area
between the pond and the road leveled (to remove tire tracks) and seeded
with grass. (As to providing parking spaces along the pond, please note
that Beech Street is quite wide: there is ample room for parallel parking
that would not in any way interfere with traffic),




(b) Pine Street. We have observed that the same problem of cars parking
off the street that has so damaged the Beech Street area is now occurring
on the Pine Street perimeter of the Park. This is even more serious on the
Pine Street boundary, because the very narrow shoulder serves as a path
for a great deal of pedestrian traffic along Pine Street.

We recommend a double barrier along this area, one that would provide a
buffer zone for the narrow walking path that runs the length of Pine St.
This would consist of Jow shrubbery planted next to the wooded area
(Wesleyan is already committed to doing a certain amount of this in their
restoration of the area), and a curb inset next to Pine Street. By thus
enclosing the path between shrubbery and curbing, both pedestrians and
the woods would be protected. '

(c) We fee) that fencing is not necessary either for the north perimeter
of the Park (next to Brainerd Ave.) or the south perimeter. ' '

(d) We strongly urge you not to install metal fencing anywhere, which we
feel would strongly detract from the appearance of the park.

(S) Path
We encourage you to consider the following in rehabilitating the path.

(a) Barriers which would prohibit any vehicle traffic should be put in at
both énds of the path. This is of vital importance, especially if time,
effort, and money are to be spent rehabilitating the path.

(b) The path needs to be built up in such a way as to cover the exposed
manhole covers, culverts, etc., and to fill in muddy areas. Experts should
be consulted here as to the particular "fi]l" to be used: crushed stone
would be a possibility (it is important to omit the weed killer often used
with this material); there are other materials as well which might be
suitable. Joyce Scheyer would be the appropriate expert to consult as to
this.

(c) It is clear that the path has been widened for artificial reasons: the
width of the path needs to be returned to its former condition (of about 4
feet, as recommended in Ms. Scheyer's first alternative in her report).

(6) Vegetation o
[t does appear that certain kinds of vegetation need to be removed from

the park, particularly in and around the stream. We urge you to consult
experts for this: Jim Gibbons of the Soil Conservation Service would be an

a;?propriate person.

- (7) Stream Banks ' ' |
We suggest that the stream banks not be altered in any way at this time.

(8) Playground e

We feel strongly that the playground ofvf' Ravine St. can be drasticaily
improved at very little cost to the City. The following need to be
implemented in effecting this improvement:
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(a) Paint all equipment, perhaps with some sort of silver, acrylic paint.
This needs to be done yearly.

(b) Repair equipment
-~The guard rail at the top of the slide closest to the street needs

repairing.
--Build up (with dirt) the ground underneath the slide furthest from

the street.
-~ Remove pieces of equipment Wthh are broken and no ionger in use.
(c) The playground would be greatly enhanced by installing a bench.
(d) Mow the grass regularly in the summer months.
(e) Regular weekly-clean-ups to prevent possible. accidents to young
children and to enhance apearance of the piayground.
(f) MOST IMPORTANT: to prevent, or at least deter vandalism, put up a
sign closing the playground at sunset, and TAKE STEPS TO INSURE THAT

THIS BE ENFORCED BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.

(9) Repairing Structures
Insist that the Public Works Dept. repair broken culverts and headwalls.

This work should be done immediately.

In closmg, we would tike to thank the Park and Recreation Department for
their responsiveness in considering the condition of Ravine Park. We feel
that these requests are reasonable, and timely, and we urge you to act

upon them.




3. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OUTLINE




3. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

1. Description of Proposal

The specific actions for which funding assistance is sought at Ravine Park
include:

a. The establishment of periphery boundaries with curbing/vehicular barriers;
b. The replacement of playground equipment suitable for the site and for the
children in the neighborhood; and,

¢. General cleanup of the Ravine.

These improvements to Ravine Park are designed to serve the citizens of
Middletown through the preservation of an open space corridor, more

particularly, the surrounding neighborhoods and the Wesleyan University

community.

The Ravine Park Association, earlier in 1989, formally notified the City of
Middletown and its Park and Recreation Department of the need to deal with
vehicular encroachments to the park; the lack of suitable neighborhood
playground equipment; and, the deteriorating condition of the recreation
walkway through the park. Thus, the work program responds to not only the
identified needs of the Ravine Park Association, but also investigations and

recommendations by the Park and Recreation Department and the City's

Conservation Commission.

Ravine Park is located in the southwestern portion of downtown Middletown at a
point just south of the main area of the Wesleyan University campus. The
ravine is about 15 acres in size, 1,700' in length and varying between
200-400' in width. The ravine might be considered a remaining naturalistic,
essentially wooded open space within an otherwise developed portion of the

community. Parts of the park are man modified through the introduction of



City storm water runoff systems, and a sanitary sewer main running lengthwise
down the center of the ravine. Additionally, a small skating pond has been
constructed at the southeastern corner of the park, and a playground at the

northeastern corner.

All the proposed improvements will be made in early 1990. All the land is

currently owned by the City of Middletown. The nature of the improvements are

such that a phasing plan is not required.

Ravine Park is by deed and character part of the open space system identified
in the City of Middletown's Open Space Plan. While not physically related to
any other formal open spaces or City parks, it is adjacent to HWesleyan
University and serves a neighborhood function for walkers, Joggers, and as a
sanctuary for some animals. Ravine Park was deeded to the City in 1943

subject to numerous conditions, one of which is: the park "shall be used for

public park purposes only."

2. Description of the Environment

The land uses surrounding the park have changed relatively little in the 1last
50 years. HWesleyan University has been a part of the Middletown community

since 1831 and much of the neighborhood in the Ravine Park area dates back to

the post World War I era.

Attached are maps showing the present land use and zoning, plus a topographic
map.  The topography of the area is very steep along the sides of the ravine
as the stream cuts its way down. However, at the level of the stream bed
itself, the creating of the walking trail is almost level, rising only

slightly toward the west.

For information pertaining to site location, topography, geology, soils, water




resources, vegetation, fauna, and transportation routes, please refer to
Attachment A. The material contained in Attachment A comes from an
Environmental Assessment prepared by Environmental Design Associates, P.C. of
Wilton, CT as presented to the Middletown Inland Wetlands and Watercourses
Agency on January 4, 1989 in support of an application of Wesleyan University

to discharge storm water into Pikes Ravine.

Concerning the City's socio-economic character, the City had a 1980 population
of 39,040. At that time the Black population comprised about 9.6% of the
total, while all minorities including Hispanics comprised 14% of the City's
population. The median age of the population in 1980 was 29.8 years. Persons

of 65 years of age and over made up 11.7% of the total population.

92% of the population were members of households where the average family size
was 2.55 persons. Due to the presence of State institutions within the City,
over 1,000 persons were inmates of the Connecticut Valley Hospital and Long

Lane School.  Almost 3% were students living in college dormitories, largely

attributed to Wesleyan University.

About 50% of the white population claimed singular foreign ancestry including
United Kingdom-2,287; French-757; German-1,249; Irish-1,814; Italian-6,753;
and, Polish-2,563. A little over 2.5% of the total population of persons are

of Spanish origin.

The census reported a total employed workforce in 1980 of 19,472 persons. Of
the total labor force, 23.4% were managerial and professional; 29.3% involved
as technicians, sales and administrative support; while 19% were operators,
fabricators and laborers. In terms where employed - 31.3% of the labor force
were engaged in manufacturing, while nearly 15% were employed in retail trade;

5.7% in financial services; 32.2% in public administration, professional and




related fields. The median family income in 1979 was $21,085, while the

median household income at the same time was $17,308.

According to updated data prepared by the City's Planning & Zoning Department,

the City population as of April 1, 1989 was 46,980.

According to the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, the 1989
median family income for a family of 4 in Middletown is $43,600. The moderate
income upper limit for a family of 4 is $34,000 while the upper limit for low

income family of 4 is $21,800. These median income family figures vary

according to family size.

The average mean temperature of Middletown is 50 degrees F. The mean maximum,
January temperature is 36 degrees, while the mean minimum temperature for the
same month is 18 degrees. The mean maximum and minimum temperature for July
is 83 degrees and 6] degrees respectively. The average annual rainfall is
50.34". The average first frost of Fall occurs between October 5th and

October 10th. The average last frost of Spring occurs between April 25th and

April 30th.

According to the report entitled "Water Quality Standards", dated February,
1987 and the encompanying map, there are no classifications for either

surface or subsurface walers at Ravine Park.

The Park is surrounded by residential areas and residential streets. At the
east and west ends of Ravine Park, the streets might be considered collectors
namely, Pine Street and Highland Avenue. Vehicular access is easily obtained
on the north, east and west sides. From the south, a series of four
residential dead-end streets terminate at the Park boundary; however,

pedestrian access is available from these areas as well.




The proposed projects are designed to protect the environment of the Park and
to allow greater accessibility. The restoration of the foot path, if not
implemented, will result in an overgrown, inaccessible trail. Presently, cars
pull off the road along Beach and Pine Streets adjacent to the Park compacting
the soil after which water erodes the soil into the nearby stream and pond.
By placing a curb and backfilling it with dirt, low shrubs and grass, the soil

will be held in place and cars will be prevented from inappropriately

accessing and destroying the Park.

3. Environmental Impact of the Proposed Action

There are no nearby sites listed on the National, State or local Registers of

Historic Places.

There will be no impact upon land uses in the area as a result of the proposed

improvements.

There will be no impact upon the socio-economic conditions of the
neighborhood. The proposed activities will not adversely effect area
residents, cause displacement, alter settlement patterns, services, commercial

enterprises or the local tax structure.

By clearly identifying areas for vehicles to pull off adjoining streets and
installing curbing, backed up with shrubs and grass, it is expected that the
water quality of the stream and pond will be enhanced since erosion, as

previously described, will be curtailed.

Some vegetation will be effected through the proper maintenance of the
pedestrian trail since it is now overgrown, As recommended by the Soil
Conservation Services, it will be cleared to an approximate width of four feet

with the removal of fallen timber and pertruding limbs.




The proposed improvements will not alter the fauna habitats; will not alter

transportation routes; and, will not impact energy consumption or air quality.

Concerning management practices, see the Maintenance Agreement as prepared by

the City's Park and Recreation Department.

4, Mitigating Measures Included in the Proposed Action

Attached, please see the report prepared by the Soil Conservation Service of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture which cites the specifications for
developing a recreational trail and walkway. The Middletown Inland Wetlands
and Watercourses Agency will also be asked to review the proposed improvements
and to issue a permit with appropriate conditions. The MWetlands Agency
regularly consults with the Soil Conservation Service and adopts their
recommendations in issuing any permit. It is expected that erosion control
measures will be needed in the placement of curbing, backfilling and seeding
until the plant materials take hold. Measures may include hay bales, filter

fabric fence or the spreading of hay across the project area.

5. Adverse Environmental Effects Which Cannot Be Avoided

Reference again is made to the report, prepared by the Soil Conservation
Service, which highlights short-term and environmental impact for the project
area. None of the propdsed improvements involve areas which have not

previously been disturbed by man or machine.

Like many other areas in the City of Middletown, Ravine Park is difficult to

work in during the wet Spring seasons; therefore, the work must be scheduled

for the dryer periods.




6. Relationship Between Local Short-Term of Man's Environment and the

Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Activity

The City of Middletown maintains a number of parks which are developed for a
wide variety of recreational uses, including passive activities, such as
Ravine Park. The department maintains walking trails through many parks for
the enjoyment of citizens and for the teaching of school children about the
environment. To not improve the pathway would be to remove a valuable

teaching and recreational resource from the neighborhood which would be lost

for future generations.

There will be no impact on the neighborhood as a result of implementing the

proposed improvements.

7. Any Irreversible or Irretreivable Commitments or Resources

None known.

8. Alternatives to the Proposed Action

Please refer to the Soil Conservation Service report for alternative

considerations to the proposed improvements,

9. Counsultation and Coordination

The following organizations and agencies have and will become involved in the
implementation of this project:  Park & Recreation Commission; Common Council
of the City of Middletown: Ravine Park Association (a neighborhood group);
Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency; Planning & Zoning Commission; Soil
Conservation Service; Middletown Conservation Commission; Urban Forestry

Board; and, The Cooperative Extension Service of the University of

Connecticut.




There has been no controversy with regard to this project, nor 1is any

controversy anticipated.
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PIKES RAVINE

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CENTER
MIDDLETOWN , CONNECTICUT

PIKES RAVINE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Wesleyan University, Physical Education Center, Middletown, Connecticut

Ravine Park ' Inland Wetlands File 88-47

EXISTING SITE CONDITICNS
Site Iccation.

Pikes Ravine is located in the western portion of Middletown, Connecticut,
at a point south of the main areas of the Wesleyan University campus. The
Ravine is a generally rectanqular parcel, approximately 1700 feet in
length and between 200 and 400 feet in width. Pine Street forms its
western bourdary and High Street forms its eastern side. These roads are
two main north and socuth arteries in the City. On the south side of the
Ravine are the side and rear yards of existing single family residences.
On the north side of the Ravine are the side and rear yards of single
family residences and the lower segment of a residential street (Home Ave)
which services the northern neighbtorhood.

The project area within Pikes Ravine, that is the specific subject of this
review, is Jlocated adjacent to the western edge and extends into the
Ravine a distance of approximately 225 feet along the 1line of the
watercourse corridor and within the slope area from Pine Street to the

watercourse,
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Site Character.

pikes Ravine might be considered a remaining natuwralistic, essentially
woocded, open space within an otherwise developed or man-modified portion
of the community. The Ravine does not have the physical and visual
features of what might be termed an undisturbed pristine wild place.
Rather, the Ravine shows strong evidence of mans past activities and
impacts. The central stream corridor is fed by a watercourse that drains
developed and man-modified site areas to the west, south and northwest.
Ccity stormwater runoff is piped to and dlscharged into the Ravine
watercourse system at several locations. A sanitary sewer main runs
iengthwise down the center of the Ravine. A dirt path roughly parallels
the sewer 1line across the length of the Ravine. In the lower (eastern)

‘portion of the Ravine a small pond has been constructed. Tt is partialily-

silted in and overgrown to marsh vegetation in its western half. The
pond appears to be used for recreational purposes (ice skating).

Tne project area within the Ravine, that is the specific subject of this
review, shows physical evidence of the various impacts resulting from
man’s former activities. A sanitary sewer line crosses the proposed work
area. Two manholes are in evidence. A 30 inch diameter storm outfall
(headwall broken) is located in the area. Below the headwall the stream
bottom is strewn with pieces of broken clay sewer piping mixed in with the
stream bed stones. Trash ard debris is caught in the pool and eddy areas
of the stream corridor. A dirt path lies adjacent to the proposed work
area and the Pine Street right of way is leccated immediately to the west.

Topography.

Topographically the land form of Pikes Ravine is oriented in an east to
west direction and descending in elevation from the west to the east.
Elevations change from 130 +/- feet on the west at Pine Street to 80 +/-
feet on the east at High Street. The average gradient through the long
dimension at the base of the Ravine is approximately 3 percent. The
ravine is steeply sloped from its higher sides toward the center. Within
the review area, grades reach 20 to 25 percent on the south and grades
reach 25 to 40 percent on the north. A flatter site area is associated
with the dirt path system. The central 'stream "cuts" its way down the
Ravine and in some locations has developed vertical to almost vertical
sides. At other points flatter bar areas have developed.

The project area within the Ravine, that is the specfic focus of this
review, contains conditions of the general Ravine as to stream character
ard side slopes. However, in the western portion of the Ravine the
watercourse crosses from its culvert inlet point, near the southerly side,
toward the north before turning east down the center of the Ravine. This
creates a slope condition of 17 +/- percent between Pine Street and the
watercourse and also creates small areas of flatter grades near the edges
of the stream.

Ceology and Soils.

An overview of the geologic makeup of Pikes Ravine shows a site located in
what is called the Central Valley section of Comnecticut. Bedrock is that
of the Newark Terrane and consists of sedimentary and igneous rocks of the
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Mesozoic age (approximately .190 million years old) which originated as
sedimentary debris, lava flows and intrusions in fault-block basins
associated with continenfal-plate rifting during the breakup of the
supercontinent Pangea and, the early formation of the Atlantic Ocean. A
review of the Connecticut Bedrock Geology Map shows that the specific area
of Pikes Ravine is underlain by stratified rocks of the Newark Supergroup
(Upper Triassic and Lower Jurassic). The bedrock is labeled Jp, Portland
Arkose, which is a reddish-brown to marocn micaceous arkose .(brownstone)
and siltstone and red to black fissile silty shale.

The field visits noted site rock conditions, within the stream bed, not
inconsistent with this rock designation. The rock material appeared to be
broken water washed blocks with a brownstone appearance. Further, other
stone material and several well rounded, cobble-like, light tan to light
brown rocks, metamorphic in character, were interspersed at random
intervals with the brownstone stream bed material. These later stones may
be glacial in origin on this property.

The USDA/SCS Soil Survey for Middlesex County, Connecticut, shows Pikes
Ravine to contain upland hillside areas with a central watercourse
corridor. The soil survey notes the following soil types.

Upland: WKB, WkC - Wethersfield Ioam, a well drained soil on
hillsides of drumlins and glacial till uplands. Areas are long and
narrow. Soil permeability is moderate on the surface and slow or very
slow in the substratum.

In addition to the SCS Soil Survey data. a site specific soil survey of
the proposed project area was oconducted by Mr. David ILord, Scoils
Scientist, on 21 November 1988. Mr. Lord determined that no wetland soils
were present in the project area and confirmed that the site soil type was
Wk, Wethersfield Ioam on 3 to 15 percent slopes. Mr. ILord’s report notes
that Wethersfield soils are very deep, well drained and formed in basil
till. They have fine sandy loam textures throughout their depth. The
soil also has a densely compacted layer commonly called a hardpan with its
upper 1limit between 30 to 38 inches in depth. The hardpan layer is very
slowly permeable. Water that enters the soil moves downward to the
hardpan layer and then flows laterally over the hardpan. surface to lower
elevations. At points where the hardpan extends toward the surface the
water can "break out" in the form of seeps on the surface of the ground.

The regulated area within Pikes Ravine and, in particular, within the
review area, was determined by Mr Iord to be that of a watercourse
system. Mr Iord set 6 flags along the line of the stream corridor. The
City of Middletown regqulates inland wetlands and watercourse systems ard
the area 50 feet from same.

gite field visits, undertaken for this review, have noted conditions
consistent with this determination. .The watercourse corridor lies at the
base of steep slope areas and along the line of the sewer pipe crossing
the property. Grades and vegetation associations often associated with
hardpan layers, intermittent and moving ground water and seep areas were
seen.
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In most places a steep drop of several feet exists befween the Ravine side
slopes and the stream bed area. However, in several areas flatter stream
side areas can be seen., Auger holes dug alorng the edge of these areas
more closely associated with the stream corridor noted a layer of coarse
sharp sard (not unlike road sard). At places this material was covered
with leaves and a layer of darker soil material. In other locations the
material existed as sand bars in the stream bed or was mixed in with the

rocky bed material.

Veqgetation.

Pikes Ravine 1is essentially wooded with a primarily deciduocus growth of
varying age. At the eastern end of the Ravine is the small man made pond
with its areas of open water, steep slope edges, lawn fringe and scrub
shrub marsh growth. Ravine wooded areas have a dense canopy and a medium
to thick urderstory growth of primarily shrub and sapling tree species.
Tne time of the year of the field visits made identification of wildflower
and seasonal species difficult, so vegetation species identification was
limited to woody plant material and "weeds" that retain an indentifiable
character in winter. A vegetation inventory of Pikes Ravine was not
made. Rather, the vegetation survey and identification was limited to the
area of the Ravine that is the specific subject of this review with an
overview walk through of the entire Ravine area to understand its basic
makeup. No unique or unusual plant species or associations were noted in
the project review area. Plant material identified in the project review
area includes (including cut material):

Red Maple Acer rubrum

White Ash Fraxinus americana
American Elm Ulmus americana
Spicebush Lindera benzoin
Norway Maple Acer platancides

Japanese Knotweed
Multiflora Rose

Polygonum cuspidatum
Roza multiflora

Wild Cherry Prunus spp.

Sugar Maple Acer saccharum
Oriental Bittersweet Celastrus orbiculata
Poison Ivy Rhus radicans
Japanese Barberry Berberis thunbergii
Goldenrod Solidago spp.
Hickory Carya spp.

Burning Bush Euonymus alata

Yew Taxus spp. N

Red Cak Quercus rubnum
Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides
Aster Aster spp.

Tree of Heaven
American Beech
Buckthermmn

Alanthus altissima

Fagus grandifolia
Rhamnus cathartica
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surface Hydrology.

Pikes Ravine is dominateéd by a central watercourse system that drains
approximately 244 acres of wman-modified and developed watershed area
upstream of the Ravine. Surface runoff frum these areas outfalls into lthe
Ravine through a 3 x 3.8 +/- foot box culvert under Pine Street and
through a 30 inch diameter pipe outfall located just to the east of Pine
Street. :

Drainage from developed land areas to the north of the Ravine outfalls
into the eastern portion of the Ravine near Home Avenue through a large
culvert pipe (headwall broken). Overland flow enters the Ravine from the
south and north across the steeper side slopes. Several smaller storm
vater pipes discharge into the Ravine at locations along its length.

The project area, that is the specific subject of this review, is impacted
by the western drainage systems, The culvert discharges its runoff water
onto the site into the defined watercourse located near the southern edge
of the Ravine. From this location the stream corridor "moves" across the
Ravine toward the northeast. Portions of this section of the stream bed
are "choked" with "falls* that have collected assorted debris.

The 30 inch pipe outfalls at a headwall at the bend in the watercourse as
it tums to flow down the Ravine toward the east. This area of the
property has been disturbed in the past by the installation of the
sanitary sewer pipe and by the recent tree cuttings. The 30 inch pipe is
connected to an upstream drainage system that includes open partially
nchoked" ditches, antiquated undersized piping and larger pipes that
connect to smaller pipes.

Wildlife

Pikes Ravine is an essentially wooded parcel surrounded by roads,
residential development and man-modified site areas. Its size of
approximately 15 acres limits its value as a prime wildlife habitat,
though the essentially wooded character may create an area large enough to
attract migratory bird species. The Ravine does contain vegetation
associations and water sources considered suitable to provide food and
cover for . what might be termed “suburban" wildlife species. The location
of the open field areas to the west of Pine Street also provides added
wildlife values and benefits. Species considered suitable to inhabit or
visit Pikes Ravine include:

Song Birds Migratory Birds
Cottontail Rabbit Chipmunk
Striped Skunk Oppossum
Field Mice ‘ Raccoon
Norway Rat Box Turtle
Garden Snake Vole
Muskrat Frogs
Toads - Fish (Misc.)
White Tailed Deer Red Tail Hawk
Owls Pheasant
Crows

5
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United Stales S
Cepartment of Conservation EXTENSIU. CENTER
Agriculture Sarvice HADDAM, CT 06438-0070

345-3219 345-8975

March 7, 1989

TO: Mr. Wes Downing, Director
Park & Recreation Dept.
Middletown, CT 06457

RE: Ravine Park Comservatiou Plan

Mr. Downing:

I have gathered the base maps from the Scil Survey and other sources for Ravine
Park. This blue folder is the beginning of a Resource Management System for
the Park. The Conservation Plan will record the decisions your department
makes, and will provide Soil Conservation Service specifications and designs
for practices you choose to install. :

As suggested during our site visit on February 13, 1989, I enclose conservation
alternatives for discussion at your Mareh-meeting. Feel free to write on any
pages-of the blue folder as comments and concensus arise. This is ygur plan to
maintain and enhance your property with our guidance in protecting soil, water,
plant, and animal resources. It is essential that your department believe in,
and be willing to implement and to maintain, your choices for this park's

future.

The next step will be a meeting back with me and with any other town
departments and citizen's groups that you feel can help. We will document your
decisions on conservation treatments and set a schedule for implementing them.
Please discuss and sign the Comservation Agreement in the folder which
authorizes me to provide technical assistance on the project.

Sincerely, :

Gopes T g

yce M. Scheyer
District Conservationist

Assisting the Middlesex County Soil and Water Conservatiom District, Inc.

JMS/mv

cc: Ravine Park Association (Entire blue folder contents)
File - '

The Soil Conservatlon Service
i an agency of the
Daparlment of Agriculturg
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. SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 563
CONNECTICUT AND RHODE ISLAND 3-3

SPECIFICATIONS

RECREATION TRAIL AND WALKWAY

General. Walkways and trafls shall be .constructed to a' planned grade
and cross section. Al71 draindge structures and surfacing shall be
installed according to plans and detafled specifications. Safety .
features, including signs, guardrails, safety fences at key locations,
and removal of existing fences, shall be according to the plans.
Construction operations shall be:carried.out in such a manner that

erosion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within legal
Timits. :

Construction.

- 1. A general plan showing approximate-line, grade and width of trails,

* Walkways and paths to conform with the Soil Conservation Service
standards will be prepared and construction will be in accordance
with this plan. . :

2. A1l trees, shrubs and fallen timber shall be removed for a distance
of 4 feet each side of the trail centerline except that a distance
of 2 feet of each side of centerline wil] suffice for footpaths.
However, no trees shall be removed along a natural foot trail
except such as may materially obstruct passage or visibility.
Stumps shall be cut close to the ground. Al] protruding limbs
shall be removed for a distance of 4 feet each side of the trai)
centerline, except that-a minimun of 2 feet each side of the center-
line will suffice for foot paths. Where other than foot traffic is

. Planned protruding 1imbs shall be removed to a height of 10 feet.
Limbs removed shall be cut off as close to the trunk as possible.

3. A1l undesirable material such as'soi1\ﬁigh in organic matter,
stumps and.large stones shall be removed from the tread area of the
trail. '

4. All grading shall bé to the lines and grades shown on the plan. A1l
" culverts, bridges, turnouts, handrails and-grade dips shall be
installed as shown. on the plans.
5. The trail surface shall be finishéd to uniform firm surface and
free of lYoose material. .

6. The completed job shall present a workman]ike finish.

CT-RI 1V
Revised Jan 81
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. Streambank Protection (ft)

Deflnition '

Stabilizing and protecting banks of streams, lakes,
aestuaries, or excavaled channeis againsl_scour and
erosion by vegetativa or structural means,

Scope

This standard applies to measures used to stabiliza
and protect the banks of streams, lakes, astuaries,
and excavated channels. It is not applicable 1o ero-
sion problems on main ocean fronts and similar
areas of comptlexity not normally within the scope of
SCS authority or expertisa,

Al

Purpose

To stabllize or protect streambanks for one or more
of the following purposes:

1. To prevent'the loss of land or damage to uii’iities.
foads, buildings, or other facilities adjacent to the
channaet,

2. To maintain the capacity of the channel,

3. To control channel meandar that would adversely
affect downstream facilltles, or :
4. To reduce sediment loads causing downstream
damages and poliution or to improve ths stream far
recreatian or as a habitat for fish and wildiife.

Conditlons where praci[ca"appilas

This practice applies to nalural or excavated chan-
nels where the streambanks are susceptibie to ero-
sion from the action ol water, ice, or debris or to
damage from livestock or vehicular traffic.

Design criteria

Becauss each reach of channel is unigque, measures
™ for streambank protection must be installed accord-

Streambank Protection 580-1

Ing to a plan and adapted 10 the specific slte, De-
signs shall ba according ta the following principles:

1. Protective measures to be applied shall be com-
patible with improvements planned or being carried
oul by othars.

2. The grade must be controlled, either by natural or
antiticial means, bafore any permanant type of bank
protection can be gonsidered feasible, unless tha
protaction can be safely and aconomically con-
structad to a depth waell below the anticipated lowest
dapth of bottom scour. .

3. Streambank protection shall ba started at a stabl-
lized or controlled point and ended at a stabilized ar
controlled point on the stream.

4. Needed channael claaring to remove stumps,
fallen trees, debris and bars that forca the straam-
flow into the streambank shall be an initial elament
ot tha work, ‘

5. Changes in channel alinement shall be made only
after an evaluation of the effact on the land use,
interdependant water disposal systams, hydraulic
characteristics, and existing struciuras. .
6. Structural measurss must be effective lor the da-
sign {low and be able to withstand greatar floods
without sarious damage.

7. Vegetative protsction shall be considerad on the
uppser garts of eroding banks, espeacially on areas
that are susceptible to infrequant Inundation.

“Streambank pratection measures. The following is

a partial list of elements that may ba included In a
plan for streambank protection.
—Removal of tatien traas, stumps, debris, minor
ledge outcroppings, and sand and gravel bars that
may cause local currant turbulence and deflection,
—HMemoval of trees and brush that adversaly aflact
the growth of desirable bank vagetation,

—Reduction of the slope of streambanks to pro-
vide a suitable condition for vaegetative protection or
for the installation of structural bank prowctian,

—~Placed or dumped heavy stone, properly under-
laid with a filter blanket, if necessary, to provide
armor protaction for streambanks.

—Deflectors constructed of posts, piling, fencing,
rock, brush, or other materials that project into the
stream to protect banks at curves and reaches sub-
jected to impingament by high valocity currents,

—Pervious or impervious structures built on or
parallaf 1o the stream 1o prevent scouring streamflow
velogities adjacent to the streambank, .

—Anrtiticial abstructions, such as fences, to protect
vegetalion needed for streambank protection or to
protact critical areas from damage from stock tralls

or vehicular tratfic, .
SCS
CT-RI 1V

May 1981
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) - Laurel Brook R0 0

1D INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT aboPTED o 6 JAN. 88 Rasorvor :Shee
IT INTERSTATE TRADE eFFECTIVE DaTE I3 JAN.88 S 55t
P L  PARK LAND @m ANQ\\&”@Q@
‘TE)  TRANSITIONAL DEVELOPMENT \Mﬁm\mﬂ\%}@\ ,
M XX MIXED USE ATTESTED DIRECTOR /
M MULTIPLE FAMILY
R F  RIVERFRONT RECREATION ALL STREETS zzo%bmww.mumw Nz:,x_z THE CITY \
UFRA INDUSTRIAL REDEVELOPMENT AREA  BOUNDARY.AS OF THE LATEST REision DATE AR
—lhu. LIMITED INDUSTRIAL ZONE EVER, DOES NOT IMPLY CITY OWNERSHIP OR RESPON-

SIBILITY FOR ANY STREET.
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7721 INACTIVE FARMLANDS
T3 ACTIVE FARMLANDS

1 RESIDENTIAL -LOW DENSITY

1 RESIDENTIAL- MEDIUM DENSITY

™1 RESIDENTIAL-HIGH DENSITY

1 MANUFACTURING

3 TRANSPORTATION,COMMUNICATION & UTILITIES
FZ] TRADE

1 SERVICES

INQLOGY BASED ON LAND USE CODING MANUAL

o] 1200 FT. SCGO0FT. ] z___““

ENGLISH SYSTEM 1"=1200"
GRAPHIC SCALES

CULTURAL,ENTERTAINMENT & RECR
RESOURCE PRODUCTION & EXTRACT
UNDEVELOPED LAND

CENSUS TRACT BOUNDARY sHown scHt
FLOOD PLAIN LINE

SCHOOL SITE

MAJOR HOUSING PROJECTS

OPEN SPACE AREAS

REV. NOV B2
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4. Proposed Site Development Plan

Currently there does not exist a proposed site development plan. Donations of
professional expertise and use of City forces will be utilized to develop a

Site Development Plan.

The attached maps show the area in question and narrative explains our

intent.




%. A-2 Survey map

A-2 supvey maps are not available for Ravine Park. Copies
are enclosed of early surveys on file in the office of the

Town Clerk
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6. Certificate of Title

7. Copies of Encumberances

These properties are owned by the City of Middletown and are so certified by

the Town Clerk on the Deeds.



8. Certified Copies of Deeds
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1 WITNESE WHERECGF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal tils talrtieth day

of ¥arch, in the year one thousand nine huncred and forty three.

Witnesses: Jugene L.Beville Louts J.Rulfino (Seal)
Jeck Yehlwan ?F\’SC‘%'
Ipnald §.Nelson \29\, \\:"l‘é—-—;’/'/’
State of lMew Yexico j _,f//,/“”' :
Yss.
County of Otero 3

On bhis tisirtieth day of March in the year of one thousand nine hundred
and ferty three before e personally appeared Louls Joseph Ruffino known to me
to be the person whose name i3 subseribed to the abtove Instrument and who acknowl—;
edged to me that he executed the same as his free act and deed. .
I WITHESS WHEREOF, I have hereuwnto set my nand and affixed my Official Seal
this thirtieth day of Harch, one thousand nine hundred and forty-three.
Ellis R.hlexander
fiotary Publice for the stale
October 18,1943 =t Z1£0 P.U,, a true record, of N.M, residing at 0.0.
Buse - My commission explres

Attestt @, Y570l Dec. €,1946, (Seal)
Town Clerk

IRUSTER'S LEED

FIOW ALL MEN BY TUESE PRESENTS: THAT - I, KATHARINE F. WADSHORTH formerly
of the Tovm of Middletown, County of Middlesex and GSiate of Connecticut, as Trustge
:under the will of Clarence S.Wadsworth, late of said Middletewvm, deceased, by vir-é
~tue of the power and suthorily granted to me as sugh Trustee under seid will of E
Clarenee S.Nladsworth, and in consideration of the sum of One ($l.) Dollar and othe;
:valuable considerations received to my full satisfaction as sueh Trustee from the ?
"GITY OF BIDULETUMN, & nunicipel corporation organized under the laws of said State
end locsted in said County of Middlesex, do hereby give, grent, bargein, sell and
.confirm unto the said City of Middlektown, all the right, title, interest, claim
“pnd demend which I, the sald Katharine F. Wadsworth as such Trustee have or ought
‘to have, and which the said Clarence 3. Wadsworth had &t the time of his death, in
“and to all that certain lot, plece or parcel of land located in seid Hiddletowm,
commonly imown as "Pike's Ravine" and bounded and described as follows, Yo wits

Beginning st the stone monument marked lo. 41, set at the point asfablished
.by R.MLWilcox, Surveyor, at the intersestion of the westerly line of the land of
Caroline L.)Hller, with the prolonpation of the southerly line of a proposed aven-
ue to bs czlled Ravine Avenue, showm on a map made by E.P.Avgur, Surveyor, hersin-
aftep referred to, and on file in the Town Clerk's Uifice of said :Middletown;thence
running South 12 degrees EC ninutes Viest for a distance of 441.6 feet, more or 1555,
along the Westerly line of land of Caroline L.Miller to a stone momument marked :

lio, 42, set at the Jortheasterly corner of land formerly of the heirs of Denison

A.Spencer end Sarsh 8,3all, and shovm on said map as the property of Charles Bil-
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lings; thence North 67 degrees 40 minutes West for a distance of 285 feet, mors

I
F
|
’or less, along the Northerly line of said land formerly of heirs of said Spencer
i

and said Ball te a stons monument merked Ho, 43 at the Forthwesterly sorner of

said land formerly of said Spencer snd said Ball; thence South 2 degress 35 min-

1utes East for a distance of 90 feet, more or less, along the Westerly line of

sa1d last mentioned plece of land to a stone monument marked Ne, 44, and set in a

wire fence on the top of the hill, separating the land formerly of the Estate of

Ellen M,Pike on Trench #1il1, so called from the granted premises, sometimes f

‘called "Piks's Revine"; thence South 79 degrees, 14 minutes West for a distance

of 400 feet more or less, along the line of sai@ fence but ineluding in the grante

i
d
1
premises the line of treses to whish said wire fence is fastensd, to a stone monu- ;
zent marked No. 45; thence Seuth 88 degrees, 44 minutes West for a distance of 545’
feet, more or less, to & stone monument marked No. 46, established at a point set |
|

by said Wilocox in the Easterly line of Pine Straet; thenoe North twalve degrees, :
\

25 minutes East for a distance of 116 feet, more or less, along the sasterly side

lof Pine Street, to a stone monument marked Ho. 47; thence North 26 degrees, 26 minT

!utas East for a distance of 269 feet, more or less, along the Easterly side of

Pine Street to a stone monument marked No. 48, set at the point established by

,sald ¥ilcox at the intersection of the Easterly line of Pine Street with the souths

’erly line of the proposed Ravine Avenue; thense Nopih 83 degrees, 30 minutes East

|
Ifor & distance of 653,1 feet, more or less, along the Southerly line of said Ravinae

?venue to monument marked lo. 49; thence in the same direction following said south

I
!
}

erly line of Revine Avenue and sald line produced, for a distanece of 469.1 feet,

Fora or less, to stone monument marksd Ho. 41, being the plage of beginning; said

parcel containing four and one hundred sixty-six thousandths {4.166) heotars of

dand; or however otherwise bounded snd desoribed the sald property may be as of

&acord; reference being hershby made to map on file in the Town Clerk's offigs in

sald Middletown, certified by E.P.Augur, Surveyor, under date,of Ostober 3,1800,

Fnd marked Mo, 125, and to a mep by R.M.Wilcox, Surveyor, filed June 10,1801, and
rked Ho, 135,

T E

Said premlses are those described in Exeoutor's Deed from John Jemes Duffield,

! %xaoutor u/w of Ellen M,Pike to Clarence SMadsworth, dated Degember 12,1511, and

ecorded in the Middletorm Land Reoordé, Volume 146, Page 120-123, and in Certifi-

Fata of Devise from the Estate of Clarence S.Wiadsworth to Katharine F.Wadsworth

?s Trustee u/w of Clarence S.Wedsworth, dated September 22,1943, and on September
!

?7th resorded in Middletonn Land Records, Volume 208, Pege 29,

I

J This oonveysnce is made, and is subjeet to, the following conditions:
i

1. The desoribed premises shall be used for publie park purposes only, {

2. Mo buildings shall be built, placed or mesintained on the described prem-

J
}ses, sxcept such as are necessary or convenient for said use,
[
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3, Ho intoxicating beverages shall be kept for sale or s0ld on the granted

premises or any part thereof,

4., The described premises shall be officially named and designated by ths
governing authorilties of the City of Middietown as "Ravine Park) and not by any
other name.

5,  Upon the bl’aak-ing of any of the foregolng four conditions, title to the

desoribed premises. shall revert and ravest in the Trustee under the will of seid

Clarence S.Wadsworth to be held or disposed of by said Trustee in accordance with

the terms of said will. {U.S.Internal Revenue Stamps $1.10 cancelled.)

T» BAVE AHD TO HOLD the above granted and bargsined premises with the appur-
tenances thereof unto the said grentes, its successors and assigns forever to

its end their own proper use and benefit. I, the said Trustee do hereby covenant

with the said grantes, its successors ‘and assigns that I have full power and auth
ority as such Trusiee to grant and convey the above premises in the manner and
form aforesaid., And for myself, my heirs and assigns, do further covenant to’
WARRANT AND DEFEND the same to the sald grantee, its successors and assigns,
against the clalms of any person or persons whomscever olaiming by, from, or undep
me, as Trustee aforesaid, subject to the conditions herein,

1] WITHESS WIEREQF, I, Katharine F.Wedsworth, as Trustee under the will of
sald Clarence S.Wadsworth, hereunto affix my hand and seal this 15th day of Coto-

ter, 1943, !
Sipned, senled and delivered in i

presenca of Katharine F.Wadsworth L.S, !
Rita M.Schmaltz Trusfee u/m of Clarence S.Wadsworth :

- Marjorie W, lHarrington i

STATE OF COIMNECTICUT. ‘ i
ss. Middletown, October 15,1943,
COUNTY OF MIDDELESEX '

Personelly appeared, Ketharine F.Wadsworth, Signer and Sealer of the fore- !

going instrument and acknovledged the same to be her free aot snd deed, individu-

ally and as such trustee, before me, {
Marjorie W.llarrington :
Tlotary Publio™ (Seal] :

I have read the above deed, gone over the area transfsrred and approve. i
Fred W.Shearer
Cotober 18,1043, Chairmen Board of Park Commissioners !

Qotober 18,1948 at 3:50 P.M,, a true record,

N VS I YU N T.

I, _ ot
s Anthony Sbona Town Olerk of said Middletown and Custodian of

the Records and Seal ther
eof, hereby certify that
is a true and correct copy from Record, 7 e above and Foreeoine

A Trustee's Deed received for record -
at 3550 P, e yereived Page e in the Middietown Land Records on October 18, 1943
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o ¢ AGRESMENT
day of January, 1940, by und between SALVATORE ROSARIQ

This agreement made this

SARACENO of Midaletown, Connecticut, Party of the First Part, und NICHULAS BOSCARLIF ©

and ELEANOR TOPAZIQ, both of sald Uiddletown, Parties of the Second Part, Witnessethi

?f HEREAS, there has existed a controversy and differences between the above bartiep,

in respect to thelr respective interests as the same are affected by the alleged 1ntafests

of one SEBASTIAN SARACELNO, and} _
VHEREAS, it 1s the desire of the parties he

reto to determine their respective differ

oIt

ences;
¥OW, THEREFORE, it is agreed as follows:
1. That the Party of the First Part shall contribute the weekly sum of Five

Cpat DI

oy

R

Collars ($5.00) and tne Parties of the Second Part a like aum of $5.00 weekly, to be
paid to the said SUBASTIAN SARACESO, for hls maintenance and support.
That the above sums as paid, shall be in full payment for all ¢lalms of

[ .
et

Sl ' 2.
support, including the maintenance of & fair rent, and for all other expenses, inclusive

of heat, gas and electricity, bub exclusive of unusual medlecsl or hospltal care and traeat

"’.- ment. .
3., The parties hereto agree to wove tne household Turnishings of the said
SEBASTIAN SARACENO from the premises located at #38 FerrnyEreet.and to sat the sume up

in another tenement and they further agree to clean thg.ﬁremises of the sald BEBASTIAN

i SARACENO once each week. : fﬁ
4, The parties hereto agree to execute such papers as muy be necessary to cleal
their respective right, title, and interest in ufd to those pleces of property, which now

of record appear in thelr respective names.  /

3 § Sara [+)
Party of the First Pert

/// Nicnelas Poscarine

" Elcanor Topazio

é// Parties of the Second Part
CONSENT AND HCORUEMEN

L . ;
i In Consideration of fthe foregoing agreement, by bthe terams of wnich I shall

recelve benefits, I do hereb féive oy endorsement and congent to the provisions therein

contained snd I do further agree as further conslderation therefor to vacate the premises
day of January, 1940

Eow occupled by me at #58 Ferry Street, rear, on or befors the
‘f

i!

M

{itness to his mark
i his

Ll ' Sea.ivo Sebastian X Saraceno
; @mark

. PQM_JJ.Q.Q‘,Q._B'-LAZM—HH—E true record. eaumé | 9 {

Attests H, J, Wamester
QPén Clerk

WARRAK DEED

KNOW ADL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That I, ANNA M. BELLOBUONO, of the
town of Middletown, County of Middlesex, and State of Connecticut, for the consideration
of One (1) Dollar and other valuable considerations, received to my full satisfaction of
the CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, a municipal corporation having its local limits within the County
of Middlesex and State of Conneoticut, do give, grant, bargain; #ell and confirm unte the

v
T
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gald City of Hiddlstown, its sugcessors and assigns, all that certain piece or parcel of
1and situsted in the Town of Middletown, County of Middlesex, and State of Conngcticut,
and iying in the rear of High Street and of Bretton Road and of Beach Street in "Pikels
Ravineh, so-called, and being accessible from Brettion Road by a proposed [1fty foot streeL
at present called "Bretton Place®, and by an "Avenue" or "Proposed Avenue", as of record
will appear. '

Said plece or parcel of land iz more particularly deseribed aa followsi--Beginning
at a point at the Northeast corner of the land herein described, said point or place of

beginning being marked by a boundstone inscribed 42-C.5.W.-1911; thence Northwesterly in

a straight line a dlstance of two hundred sixty-seven and eight-tenths (267.8) feet, more

B

T

or less, along land now or formerly of Colonel Clarence S. Wadsworth ("Pike'!s Ravine", aor

called) to & boundstone Inscribed 43- C.5,W.-1011, marking the Northwest corner of the land

gy
¥l s

herein described; thence Southerly in a Straight line a diatance of seventy-four and

T

thirty-five hundredths (74.35) fect along land of said Wadsworth to a point fon line"
#ith boundstone inscribed 44-C,8.W.-191l, and distant four and seven-tenths (4.7) feet

North of said boundatone (44-C.B8.W.-1911), seid point being at present marked by "fence

o ate mTi n el

Post? which also marks the Northwest corner of Lot #14 as now ovned by Heater R. Carlsonj
thonce Easterly in a straight line a distance of Flghty and six-tenths (80.6) feet along
land of said Curlaon and along the end of an "Avenue" to a point marked by an "Iron Pipe™;

thence Southeasterly in a stralght line a distance of two hundred eighty-three and sixty-

four (2683.,84) feet along the Easterly 1ine of an MAvenua" to & point marked by an MIron

ﬁ%’ Pipan; thence Easterly in a atraight line a distance of seventeen and ons-tenth (17.1)
feet ulong land now or formerly of Anna M. Bellobuono {which at the present time is used

for a Street, known as "Bretton Place", whioch terminates on the line of the herein des-

AT ARTLTE

3y

oribed land) to & point marked by & "Fenoce Poath near a treej thence Northeasterly 1in a

o

straight line a distanog'of two hundred fifty-four (£64) faeet, more or less, along land
formerly of Mrs. C, L. Hiller, now of the Clty of Middletown "Park Property® to boundstons

BTty
T

inscribed 42-C,3.W.-1911, marking the polnt or place of beginning.
8aid ploce or parcel of land is bounded aa followsé. Northerly by land now or

formerly of Colonel C. 8, Wndsworth ("pike's Ravine", go-called)} Easterly by land now or
formerlty of Mrs, C, L. Miller, now of the City of Middletown MPark Property"; Southerly

by land now or formerly of 4rs. Hester R. Carlaon, by land at the morth end of land now
or formerly of John loore, dedicated as a M"Proposed Avenue" or njpvenuaf, as of record wil%

“5, appear, and by land now or formerly of said Anna Y. Bellobuono, said land belng used as al

street now callad "Braetton Place", partly by each; and Westerly by lend now or formerly oF :

John Moore, dedicated as a "PFroposed Avenue" or fAvenue", partly by eachj and being a

Tl e N ]

7629 Colonel C. 8, Wadsworth ("Plke'!s Ravine", so-called), and by said land now or formerly ofl
i portion of the premises conveyed to Anna M. Bellobuono by deed of Francis J. Moore, dataq
"

Decembey 20, 1937, and recorded in Middletoun Land Records, VYolume 198, Page 244, aa showh

on Map No. 34l on file in the Town Clerkts office of said Middletown. 1

For a mors complete plcture or description of sald plece or parcel of land herein

described, reference is hereby uude to Kop Ho, 850 filad in the Town Clerk's office in

Lt
-

said Middletown, entitled "Department of Engineering, City of Middletown, showing locatio

_.'-,:;—:=.::;k-;lmam'£':¢-®_-.‘§'.-' Lt

of Park Property on resr of High Street and Bretton Road {Pike's Ravine), Scale 1 inch

B

T T P T S i MPPESTI Y, 1 .
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% = X0 feet June 10-1940." Said map was made for the Park Board of the City of Middletown

by the City of Widdletown, Departaent of Publie Works, and a copy ‘of the same 18 also on
rile in that office. Reference 13 alsc made to Uap No. 341, as on file in the Town Clerk's ‘sp
office in saild Mlddietown, entitled "dap of Building Lots, John lMoore Property, Trench

! Hill, Widdletown, Conn., 1924, Scale 1 inch = 20 (L. by L. P, Quirk, Civil Engineer-
| Wicdletown, Conn." '
A The Grantor hereby grants to the Grantee the use of the aforasald rproposed Avenue®
' or "Avenue", as shown on the map referred to and as of record may appear, and also the e
use of the aforesald proposed astreet now called "Brebtton Place" In the event it should
pecona of use to the premises nerein deseribed, together with any and all rights the
! Grantes may or ought to have regarding the aforesald "Avenue" and sald street kuown as
KBretton Place”.

Said plece or parcel of land 1s conveyed to the City of Middletown for the creation, }
establishment and maintensnce of a park or playground for the City of Middletown, subjacf

to the control and management of the Park Department of said City.

TO HAVE AND TQ HOLD the above granted and pargained premises, with the appurtenances

thereof, unto.it, the sald Grantee, i1ts successors and assigns forever, to its and their; g
own proper use and behoof. And also, I, tne sald Grantor, do for myself, my helrs, ex- } .%
ecutors, administrators, successors and assigns, covenant with the sald grantes, its ; ?%
succassors and assigns, that at and until the onsealing of these presents I am well selz;d fﬁ
of the premisgs, as a good indefeasible ¢state in FEE SIHPLE, and have good right to bar- K
gain and sell the same in manner and form as i3 above written; and that the same is treel @ v
from all incumbrances whatsoever. l 5
And furthermore, I, the sald Grantor, do by these preseata bind myself and my heirs, . ;é
Succossors and assigns forever to warrant and defend the above granted and bargained prei :%
mises to it, the said Grantge, lts suecessors and assigns, against all claims and demandé }%
whatsoever, - } :g
IN WITHESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal thig®3rd dey of August in the 'ffé
I,__Anthony Sbona Town Clerk of said Middletown and Custodian of

Fhe Records and Seal thereof, hereby certify that the above and foregoing
1s a true and correct copy from Record,

An Agreement received for record in the Middl
at 11:19 A.M. in Volume 202 Page 194. etown Land Records on August 30, 1940

IN WITgESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of
my office this 22 day of  August A.D. 1989

Attest:

Towyf Clexk




9. Photographs of Project Area




RAVINE PARK

The pond at the southeast
corner of Ravine Park is

silted in and is growing

heavy wetlands vegetation
in the rear.

The lower portion of the pond
is habituated by ducks and other
wildlife in summer.

This is a favorite
skating area in the
winter,



At the northeast corner is an old
i layground used by neighborhood
children.

Both the equipment and trees
are in need of attention.

The Park & Recreation
Department has plans to
replace antiquated or unsafe
playground equipment.



Ravine Park's popular footpath and
natural look is interrupted by man-made
drainage structures in various stages
of repair.

Above left: a drainage pipe carries water from
the steep sides of the ravine to the stream at
its bottom. Here it crosses the footpath.

Below left: A drainage structure is buried in
poison 1vy beside the path.

Above: The broken end of a clay pipe which
contributes to the swampy conditions along the
path.




Along the road, cars are
damaging the area and a broken
headwall of a major culvert adds
to the deteriorated look of the
Park.

Both cleanup and repair of the
headwall and vehicular barriers
are needed in this area.



10. Appraisal(s)

Not Applicable



11. Residential Occupancy Survey Form

Not Applicable




12. Cost Breakdown
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12. COST BREAKDOWN

Cost Classification Total Amcant
I

1, Administration BExpense

2. Preliminary Expense

3. Land Structures, Right-of-Way

4. Architectural E:ng::eering Basic Fees

5. Other Architectural Engineering Fees

6. Project Inspection Fees

7. Land Development

8. Relocation Expenses -

9. Relocation Payments to Individuals and Businesses —
10. Demolition and Removal 600,
11. Construction and Project Inmprovement 14,000,
12, Equipment 9,400.
13. Miscellanecus - clean up 1,000.
14. Total (Lines 1-13) 25,000.
15. Estimated Income (1f Applicable)

16. Net Project Amount (Line 14 minus 15)

17. Total Project Amount 25,000.

18. Grant Share 10,000,

19, Mmicipal Share 15,000.

20. Total Project (Lines 18 and 19) 25,000,
PROPOSED METHOD OF FINANCING MUNICIPAL SHARE

a. Securities

b. Mortgages

c. Appropriations (By Applicant)

d. PBonds

e. Tax levies

f. Non-Cash

g. *Other (Explain) Capital Expenditure Allocation 15,000

h. Total - Mmicipal Share

*Private donation, other State/federal furds
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13. Resolution of Board of Education

Not Applicable




14, Maintenance Agreement




14, AMGREEMENTS WITH STATE: MATNTENANCE AGREEMENT

. STATE CF CONNECTIQUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRCNMENTAL PROTECTION
CUTDOCR RECREATION FUNDING
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT

RE: Project Title: Ravine Park

WHEREAS, itisnecessarytaprcvidefcrmaintenarmofmeaﬁmaxﬂ/ar
opauspaceareasarﬁfa:iliﬁ.esestabuslndwiﬁufedemlarﬂ/crsmmwbdm
recreation funding.

NOW, THEREFCRE, EE IT RESOLVED THAT THE MINICIPALITY OF City of
Middletown AGREES AS FOLLOWS: (Name of

icipality)

2. 'matthenmicipalitywijllmpﬁefacﬂi{ycpentoﬁuegeneral
p.b]icatreasmablem.msarﬁtim&eofﬁdeyaarcmsistentwiﬁlﬂ'e
typeoffac:llityarxiwﬂ_lﬁnﬁaerobtainﬁ:eapprwalofﬁn
Camﬁssiaﬁrofﬁwimnmtalmtectiminwitﬁgbefcreanydange
franthecﬁginalrecxeaﬁmuseiseffecbedmﬁueabcve-descdbed
project. -

3. That in the event of default of this agreement the Stete shall®
haveﬁuerighttomintainﬁaeprojectandshallbeau&nﬁzedmdaarge
aﬁloostofnaintenamebad{mﬁ'enmidpalityarﬂthatszmmof
maintenance chall constitute a debt due and owing to the State.

4. That until the matter of defanlt is resolved, the State shall have
ﬁ'enghttomthlnldfutrregaynemstoﬂaemmpalltymanyarall
amrrent outdoor recreaticn furding projects. '

5. That the mmnicipality will erect a plagué or sign permanent in

nature cn the subject property which acknowledges Federal and/or State
project assistance.
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6. The“mtipaJLWagreesmwplywiﬁ)cnmtdtha’malS{zmtes
Section 4a-60, nondiscrimination amd affirmative action provisions, as
amerdiad., -

-

mmm,ﬁnmmmmmm@ofw
date entered balow,

STATE OF OONNECTICUT MINICIPALITY

By City of Middletown

Camiissicner of the Department of

Envirormental Protection By SJ/;/’ZMJZ%JQVQ’M’M
N (Sigrgiaure) //

Mayor
(Title)

Date , Pate  August 21, 1989

(AFFIX SEAL)
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